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THE WHOLE E/ H 


FILLED WITH THE REDEEMER 'S GLORY, 


A 


SERM ON. 


PsAL. Ixxii. ver. 19. 


et the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, 


and Amen. 


* HEN we contemplate this comparatively ſmall 

department of the univerſe which we inhabit, 
every object that meets our eye furniſhes not only a- 
bundant employment for the moſt profound reſearches 
of the Philoſopher, but alſo the moit pleaſant enter- 
tainment to the elevated thoughts, and the devout af- 
fections of the Chriſtian and the Saint. The volume 
of nature is the revelation of the Author of Nature. It 
is the demonſtration of the exiſtence of thoſe perfec- 
tions which neither admir of a cauſe, nor acknowledge 
any limit. In whatever point of view we contemplate 
this expanded volume, we ſhall always find it to be the 
mirror of the Deity ; we ſhall ſee it to be that theatre 
upon which He, who 1s infinitely above accounting to 
any of his creatures for the effects of his power and the 
reſults of his wiſdom, hath manifeſted the grandeur of 
his perfections, and the incomprehenſible beauty. and 
harmony of his own character, 

t we reflect upon the primeval late of this world, 
when, at the command of its Almighty Author, it roſe 
into exiſtence, we behold it looking forth, all beautiful 
as the morning, without one cloud to darken, or even 
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to ſhade the purity of its ſky. The inanimate diviſions | 
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of this globe diſplayed at once not only the omnipo- 
tence of God in their production, but allo his goog- 
neſs as well as his wiſdom in arranging them into x 
molt aſtoniſhing ſtate of ſubordination and ſubſervien- 
cy to its more ennobled parts. In the whole, and in al! 
its harmonizing portion, whether greater or more mi— 
nute, the natural attributes of Divinity blazed forth 
with meridian beams. But it was in MAN, the fair, 
though finite image of his Creator, that the moral as 
well as the natural perfections of God thone with un— 
abated luſtre In his material form, the natural attri. 
butcs of Divinity became viſible. His erect figure, his 
commanding mien, and his univerſal and undiſputed 
dominion over the inferior arrangements of nature 
conſpired to manifeſt him to be God's vicegerent. But 
it was in his intellectual part that the moral image of 
God was diſplayed before diſembodied ſpirits, and 
was felt with exalted pleaſure by man himſelf. In his 
ſoul, and in all its myſterious energies, was deeply im- 
preſſed the image of Him who is love. This was power- 
fully reflected by the ſteady beams of lo to God, and 
to every object in which the Divine mind finds com- 
placence. The love of juſtice, truth, holineſs, and 
every other moral quality ſat enthroned in the interior 
of his heart. While the law of his moral dependence, 
and the fixed ſtandard of his moral actions was a per- 
fect, unblotted tranſcript of the Divine purity, his un- 
derſtanding approved it, his will cheerfully acquieſccd 
in it, and all his pathons lay proftrate at its feet. 

But, alas ! Man in honour abode not ! By one man 
fin entered into the world, and, in a moment, blaſted 
all its primeval beauty. Inſtead of continuing the 
pure, unpolluted ſtage on which the beneficent Creator 
might diſplay the treaſures of his goodneſs, in full con- 
fiſtence with the rights of his juſtice, and the ſanction 
of his law, it became one extended theatre of rebel- 
lion; and, had it not been for the yet unvailed purpoſe 
of ſovereign love reſpecting it, would have been 
certainly converted into one eternal ſcene of rectoral 


puniſhments, due by the laws of unchangeable cquity 
to 
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to the tranſgreſſors of a law ſo holy, juſt, and good. 
Even in this caſe the world would not have been crea- 
ted in vain. It would have for ever remained a fiery 
monument of that juſtice which cannot bend to the in- 
tereſted will and wiſhes of rebels to Supreme Good- 
nels, and of that neceſſary indignant antipathy which 
Supreme Excellence and Beauty bearto extremepravity 
and moral corruption. But even though this had been 
this world's fate, it would have exhibited only a par- 
tial diſplay of the Divine character Some of the mo- 
ral perfections of God would have ſhined with a com- 
paratively faint and livid ray in the puniſhment of 
rebellion ; ſtern juſtice and inflexible veracity would 
have eternally harmonized over even the flames of To- 
phet; but in this ſuppoſed ſtate of things, where 
ſhould mercy have built her throne ? Where, and upon 
what objects ſhould the Divine benignity towards the 
guilty and depraved, have diſplayed her rich treaſures of 
pardon, reconciliation and eternal ſalvation? Eternal e- 
quity, and every neceſſary right in the moral character 
vi God forbad the egreſs of Divine mercy without the 
intervention of an adequate atonement, Awful, and 
tremendous retroipect ! 
but it we contemplate this world as it is under a 
diſpenſation of ſovereign love and mercy, through the 
Perlon and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, what a noble, 
what a tranſporting proſpect opens before our eyes! 
We fee not all things put under man's feet, as in the 
primeval, adamitic ſtate, but we enjoy a more noble 
light, We fee Jeſus who was mede a little lower than 
the angels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with glor 
and honour * We fee: all perſons and all things 
ju jected to his mediatorial ſceptre. | We contem- 
plate with adoration the Divine Redeemer at the head 
ot the economy of mercy, that in the diſpenſation of the 
Juires of tines, the God and Father of our Lord Teſus 
C mght gather tegetber in one all things in Chriſi, beth 
| Which arc in heaven, and which are on earth, even in himT. 
We lee bim now inveſted with all power both in hea- 
ven 
* Heb. ii. 9. + Eeb. i. 2. Rer. xix 11—16. 4 Eph. i. 10. 
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ven and on earth“, that in the progreſſion of ages he 
may repleniſh the former with his brethren, redeem. 
ed from among men, and may erect churches in the 
latter as preparatory ſeminaries for the cœleſtial world, 
In thort, we lee all things in the happieſt train for the 
conſummation of the Divine deſign reſpecting the ſal- 
vation of the objects of redeeming love. Continent 
and iflands are given to him, empires are laid at his 
feet, oppoſing kingdoms melt before him, as the ſnow 
before the genial warmth of the fun. And betore the 
grand drama be finiſhed, the whole earth ſhall be filled 
with his glory. Amen, and Amen. 

This Pſalm, of which our text conſtitutes the con- 
cluding part, is a ſacred and inſpired poem. Its ſubject 
is the. Meſſiah, with the extent of bis ſpiritual king- 
dom, and the triumphs of his mediatcrial power. It 
is compoſed in the ſtile principally of prophecy. The 
inſpired writer, who was undoubtedly David, com- 
mences with a prayer for his ſon and ſucceſſor in the 
typical throne of the Meſſiah; but ere he is aware, he 
is rapt in prophetic extaſy to contemplate Meſſiah him- 
ſelf in his peaceful and perennial reign, and concludes 
with a petition, et the whele earth be filled with his 
glory. Amen, and Amer. 

Though our text, in the language of our tranlla- 
tors, appear in the form of a ſuit, yet it is ſtrictly an 
illuſtrious prophecy and an inſpired, prophetic pledge 
that the whole earth Hall be filled with his glory. 
The German tranſlation hath rendered it juſtly in the 
future time, and not in the optative mood. The c'aule 
may be rendered ſtrictly and agreeably to the He. 
brew punctuation, — As for the whole earth, it {hall 
be filled with his glory: as if the in{pired weiter had 
ſaid, his gloricus name is celebrated to eternity in 
heaven, in bis exalted eſtate on the right hand oi the 
Father; but that is not enough! He ſhall be celebrious 
even cn earth, where once he was deſpiſed and reject 
ed of men. That very earth that refuſed him the p!0- 
perty cf a houſe while living, aud cf a tomb wie! 

GC, 
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dead, ſhall be filled with his glory. The whole 
earth ſhall be filled with his glory. The re-echo'd 
Amen exprefſes the Pſalmiſt's, and with him the 
Church's cordial, and even extatic aſſent to the truth 
of the important prophecy. Similar is that of the be- 
loved writer of the Revelation He which teftifieth theſe 
things ſaith, Surely 1 come quickly. Amen, Even fo come, 
Lord Feſus.* | + 

The clauſe, thus viewed, exhibits, © That ere the grand 
deſign of God reſpecting redemption, receives its 
conſummation, even in this world, the whole earth 
{hall be filled with the glory of the Redeemer.” 

In an attempt further to illuſtrate this ſubject, we 
ſhall venture ſome thoughts, in the following order.— 


I. We ſhall ſhew what is to be underſtood by the 
GLORY of the Redeemer. 

II. We ſhall illuſtrate the idea of the whole earth's 
being FILLED with his glory. | 

III. In order to confirm and eſtabliſh the faith of 
devout expectants, we ſhall bring forward a body of 
evidence that this deſirable event ſhall undoubtedly 
take place. ä 

IV. We ſhall apply the ſubject in a manner ſuita- 
ble to the end of our meeting on this occaſion. 


I. We ſhall ſhew what 1s to be underſtood by the 
GLORY of the Redeemer. -A few obſervations on 
this ſubject ſhall be attempted. 

1. The baſis, or the permanent foundation of all 
true glory is excellence ot attributes and of character. 
Thus, the ſun, on account of his being the fountain 
of light and influence to the planetary ſyſtem, is uni- 
verſally acknowledged to be glorious, and to be the 
natural, viſible emblem of the Deity. The eternal, 
neceſſary, and independent poſſeſſion of all that is 
tranſcendent in perfection conſtitutes the GLORY of 
God. In alluſion to the great luminary of nature, 
he is ſaid, in the truly ſublime language of inſpira- 

| tion, 


(18 3 
tion, to dwell in the light which no man can approach un. 
to, whom no man hath ſeen or can ſee.“ In this reſpeq 
though God had never created an univerſe of material 
ſubſtance for the diſplay of his glory; though he had 
never called worlds of intelligences into exiſtence and 
action to contemplate his glory, and to celebrate his 
praiſes, ſtill he had been glorious in neceſſary and im- 
mutable holineſs; fearful in unſung praiſes; and to 
his own eternal, all- comprehending mind, the object 
of his own complacence and unutterable delight. 

The baſis of the Meſſiah's glory is excellence of cha- 
racter, and of thoſe attributes and actions which con- 
ſtitute his character. His name is called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father and 
the Prince of Peace. f He hath upon his veſture and up- 
on his thigh a name written by the Father's ordination 
and his own atchievements, KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS.F Iſaiah, by prophetic impulſe, 
announced his Character and the foundation on 
which it immoveably reſts, when he addreſſed the 
affrighted and impious prince of Judah, who, at that 
time unworthily filled the typical throne. Behold, a 
virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, and ſhall call his 
name Immanuel,\ which being interpreted, is, God with 
US. « 
J. king the ſacred Evangeliſt for our guide, let us 
with profound reverence approach the perſon of the 
Meſſiah, and examine the true foundation on which 
his renown is built. It is Immanuel, God with us! 
He is God and man, yet one perſon, one Divine agent 
in the auguſt enterpriſe of gathering together in one all 
things in himſelf, both which are in heaven and which are 
on earth,© as the natural as well as the appointed heir of 
all things... | 

He is man He, verily took not on him the nature 
of angels, but he took on him the ſeed of Abraham; 
wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a nay” and 
alth- 


* i Tim. vi. 16. + Iſa. ix. 6. f Rev. xix. 16. f Ifa, vii. 14. 
| | Mat. i. 23. J Eph. i. 10. 4 Heb. i. 2. 
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make reconciliation for the fins of the people. He 
is truly a man! But he is fairer than the ſons of men. 
Preſerved from all the moral infection of ſin by his 
miraculous, immaculate conception, he was holy from 


racer, undefiled in his ſocial connections, and at an 


tim and their vicarious ſacrifice“. He did no violence, 
nor was deceit found in his mouth. 


ſolely in its own excellence. It was and is the temple 
of the Deity! The WorD was made fleſh, and dwelt, 
as in his temple, among us. United to the Divine 


perſon, the Wok d, by the moſt intimate relation that 


can poſſibly exiſt between a finite nature and the infi- 
nite God, the humanity of Meſſiah is raiſed in dig- 
| nity far above angelic nature, and conſtituted the ſub- 
ject of excellencies, Which find. no place in natures, 
which, however dignified in their own native quali- 
ties and attributes, only exiſt dependent on the mere 
energies of Divine, conſerving power. 
| The humanity of the Meſſiah conſtitutes one in- 
tegral part of the Perſon of the one Mediator, who is 
found competent to make peace between heaven and 
earth; at once to maintain the rights of Deity, and 
to accompliſh the ſalvation of men. By this ag- 
randizing relation of human nature to the eternal 
{ WORD, it is rendered capable of becoming the ſub- 
ject of attributes which are incompatible with the ſtate 
and qualities of any other finite and dependent nature. 
It is capable of enjoying a throne of univerſal and in- 
| controlable dominion over all things. It is the Lamb 
as if it had been ſlain in the midſt of the throne of 
| God. In it dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead bo- 
| dily. The Father of all communications to created, 
limited natures, giveth not the Spirit by meaſure to 
human nature ſubſifling in the Perſon of the Meſſiah. 
It is the dignified ſubject - the ineffable va, 9 
or 


* Heb. vii. 26. f IIa. liü. 9. 


Faithful high · prieſt in things pertaining unto God, to 


his birth conſtitutionally, harmleſs in his private cha- 


inſnite remove from ſinners, though he died their vic-- 


But the glory of his human nature conſiſteth not 


o 
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( 10 ) 
for it hath pleaſed the Father, that in it, as the only 
poſhbl- ſubject of reception in the Perſon of Meſſiah 
all fulneſs ſhould dwell. 

He is God! as well as man. This is an indiſputable 
—_ of excellency of character, and of unfading 

ory. 

- Without entering into any controverſy with thoſe, 
who, entangled by prepoſſeſſions, to which frail 
human nature is unhappily liable, heſitate upon this 
head ; let us open our Bibles, and our eyes upon the 
ſimple truth there aſſerted and repeatedly atteſted, with- 
out any mixture of philoſophical refinement, and we 
ſhall find its evidence burſting ia from every depart- 
ment of that Divine volume. If we attend to his 
names, titles, attributes, words and works, we cannot 
remain doubtful, for a moment, of this doctrine, 
which ſhall fill the whole earth with its glory. 

Indeed, were it falſe, our meeting together this 
evening would be no better than a ſolemn trifling, | 
That goſpel which does not fill thoſe regions to which 
it is extended with the Divine glory of its Author, will 
never repay the labour and expence of its propaga- 
tion, What good purpoſe could the goſpel anſwer in 
any country, if its Author were not ALMIGHTY to 
make it effectual, as the goſpel of their ſalvation, to 
whom his bounty ſends it? is not the goſpel defined 
to be the power of Gop unto ſalvation ?* And from 
whom can it derive its ſalutary energy but from its 
Divine Author? Is not this truth fairly and explicitly 
connected with the promiſe which attends the com- 
miſſion of all thoſe who are or have been called to 
preach the everlaſting goſpel,— Lo, I am WIT I 00 
always, even io the end of the world, Amen. To what 
purpoſe, if his omnipreſent and omnipotent agency be 
not certainly neceſſary to its triumphant ſucceſs? 

Moreover, He is God and man in one Perſon. He 
is One divine and human Agent in accompliſhing al 
the parts of man's redemption. This is one of the 
foundations of his unrivalled renown, ab 
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Subſtituted by his own conſent in the place of all } 
thoſe who thall eventually believe in, and be ſaved by | 
him, he is perſonally and officially fit effectually to 
accomplith all that ever was, or ever ſhall be neceſſary 
unto a complete ſalvation, a con{u:nmate redemption. 
Wh-:tever was competent for him either to do or to 
ſuffer in human nature, is either done or endured z 
and it receives a ſtamp of infinite merit from his Di- 
vine character. On the other hand, whatever 1s, or 
| fhall be neceſſary to be effected by the Divine arm, 

| ſhall be irreſiſtibly accomplithed; and it derives an 
accommodated and heightened ſweetneſs from its 
being effected by a perſon who is truly man, bone of 
our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh. 

2. The idea of true glory includes not only the 
notion of excellence, but allo of excellence /elf-di/play= 
et, Light is not only excellent, but it poſfſ-iles a 
power of diſplaying its own excellence. Virtue is ex- 
cellent, and it inherently poſſeiles a power of diſplay- 
ing its own beauty. That is its glory. God is ſu- 
premely excellent, but his perfections poſſeſs a native 
and neceſſary energy to diſplay tnemſelves towards 
* or oppoſite objects. This is their unfading 

ory. 

l * like manner, the Divine Mediator is not only 
the Chief among ten thouſand, but a power is inherent in 
his mediatorial character and offices to difplay, by 
mediatorial exertions, the ever teeming, yet ever latent 
and incomprehenſible excellencies of his power. This 
is his glory, which, like that of which it is the efful- 
gence, knows not any limit either in time or degree. 
With this the whole earth ſhall be filled. a 

It may be ſaid, at this time, What hath God 
wrought? — What hath Im nanuel done to diſplay his 
own excellence and to build up for ever the monu- 
ment of his own renown? We can only anſwer the 
queition by another — What hath he not done that was 
conſiſtent with his character, and manifeſtative of his 
mediatory excellencies? Hath he not reconciled hea- 
ven and earth? Hath he not ſatisfied all the e 
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of the covenant and law of our creation, under the 
tremendous ſanction of which all the human race lay 
bound as condemned criminals? Hath he not at once 
aſſerted, ſanctioned, and ſatisfied the rights of Divine 
Juſtice, by ſubmitting to die its ſubſtituted victim in 
the place of its proper and devoted objects? Hath he 
not blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances that was againſt 
us, Which was coutrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his croſs ** Hath he not triumphed over the 
empire of fin, and aſſuming the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
hath he not condemned it in human nature, that the 
righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in the per- 
ſons of all his genuine diſciples; and that HOLINEss 
TO THE LORD might be their conſpicuous and diſtin- 

uiſhing motto in all the regions of the earth ? Hath 
4 not triumphed over Satan, with all his rebel angelic 
aſſociates, leading captivity captive? Hath he not 
ruined his temples, caſt down his altars, and with 
ſhame and everlaſting ignominy ſilenced his rival, ly- 
ing oracles? Hath he not, from the moſt impercepti- 
ble beginnings, compared to a ſtone cut out of a 
mountain without hands, ſet up his ſpiritual kingdom 
which ſhall never be deſtroyed ? In order thereunto, 
hath he not, as the Great God of providence, over- 
turned empires, and trod down kingdoms that oppo- 
ſed his triumphant and ever auſpicious reign ? And 
by all theſe illuſtrious atchievements, hath he not al- 
ready ſucceſsfully begun to fill the whole earth with 
his glory ? 

3. The idea of glory includes alſo that of renown. 
Thoſe who have aſpired after glory, either in more 
ancient or modern ages, have panted for renown. 
They wiſhed to tranſmit their names, by different 
means, to the love and admiration . of generations 
yet unborn. They built pyramids, reaching to the 
clouds; they reared temples at immenſe expence; 
they erected pillars of almoſt incredible heighths and 
magnificence ;—yea, one dared to ſay, Y not this great 


Babylon that I have built for the houſe of the kingdom, 15 
the 
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the might of my power, and for the honour of my majeſiy. 
But wha: is the renown of mortal man? ls it not like 
man himſelf, — a flower which flouriſhes for a moment, 
and fadeth away for ever! 

But the Redeemer, whoſe glory ſhall fill the whole 
earth, is the Plant of Renownt. His eternal Father 
hath decreed concerning him, and inrolled his purpoſe 
in the records of truth, that his Name ſhall endure for 
ever, and that it ſhall be continued as long as the ſun. 
But what perpetuating monument hath he ereCted to 
tranſmit the renown of his Perſon and atchievements 
to all generations ? Is it not the goſpel, the goſpel of 
our ſalvation! This is the pillar of Remembrance, 
durable as the earth itſelf, on which are engraved the 
doings of the Lord, which are, and eternally will be 
marvellous and renowned in the eyes and hearts of all 
whoſe taſte is ſufficiently refined by the heavenly en- 
ergies of the Divine Spirit to find ſupreme happi- 
neſs in the contemplation of them. The goſpel is the 
GLORY which encircles the Redeemer's perſon, who 
himſelf is the capital figure in it. All ſaints behold 
os in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, and are changed in- 
to the ſame image from one degree of aſſimilation to 
his Perſon unto another, till their habits of moral and 
evangelic excellence receive their confummation in 
his immediate preſence in their celeſtial ſtation around 
his throne, 

Inattentive muſt thoſe be who have not read with 
tranſport the 1NSCRIPT1ONS on this monumental 
pillar of the Redeemer's renown, There we read at 
the head of the long liſt of his mediatory acts of glori- 
ous remembrance, that the eternal Father, the Rec- 
tor of the univerſe, and the Supporter of heaven's 
rights, reſts immenſely complacent in his Perſon, and 
in all his godlike atchievements. do announced the 
voice from heaven at his baptiſm and his transſigura- 
tion, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed. So confeſſed Hades and the grave, when he 
ourſt in ſunder its adamantine chain, So proclaimed 

heaven 
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heaven itſelf, when it opened its gates, its everlaſtin 
doors to receive the King of glory; ſo affirms, under 
the auguſt ſeal of inſpiration, the great Apoſtle of the 
nations, All things are of God, who hath reconciled ns 10 
himjelf by Fefus Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of 
reconciliation. to wit, That God was in Chrifl, reconciling the 
world to himjelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them,* 
Conſequent upontheſe aſſurances, we read with pleature 
and with that hope which reſts all its expectations on 
the veracity of truth itſelf, the invitation and pro- 
teſtation of the Redeemer himſelf, Look unto me, and bs 
ge ſwved all ye ends of the earth. for I am God, and there is 
none elſe I have ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righi-ouſneſs, and ſhall not return, That unto me 
every knee ſhall buw, every tongue ſhall ſweart, Encou- 
raging oracles are hereunto ſubſcribed, and addreſſed 
to all: Ah is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in his apparel, tra- 
velling in the greatneſs of his flrength ? I that ſpeak in rgb. 
teouſneſs, Mi GUTY TO SAVE. Yes, echoes inf iration MW 
by the mouth of the Apoſtle of the nations, He is able WE 
to ſave them to the uttermoſt, all thit come u:to God by him, 
feeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 1 
In alluſion to tncle things in which the princes 
of this earth place their glory, the renown of the Re- 
deemer conſiſts in the maltitude of his ſubjects, the 
equity and wiſdom of his laws, the jufine/s of his admi- 
niſtration, aud in the conſequent happrne/3 of all who 

are conſtituent members of his everlaſting kingdom. 
The multitude of his ſubjects reflects h.inour upon 
him as their Divine Sovereign. They are numerous 
as the ſtars of heaven; a number which no man can num- 
ber, out of every kindred, tongue and nation, in all the fuc- 
ceſſive ages of revolving time. What a vaſt aſſembly 
of palm-bearers, of more than conquerors, will they be 
found to be, when all who have come out of great iribula- 
tion, and have waſhed their robes and made themwhite in the 
blood of the Lamb, ſhall fland before the throne, and ſerve 


bim day and night in his temple ? Why may we not hope 
| 0 
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to ſee, as the deſirable fruit of the miſſion intended, 
not only ſome of the more docile inhabitants of 
Otabeite, but even not a few of the ferocious tygers of 
the Sandwich I/lands ſtanding eternal monuments of 
ſovereignty before the throne with harps and golden 
vials, full of odours, which are the prayers of the ſaints ? 
The equity and wiſdom of the laws of the Mediator's 
kingdom conſpire to manifeſt his glory. | 
His inſtitutions are the pm unſpotted tranſcript of 
purity itſelf, They are holy, juſt and good as their 
Divine Author, and as his ſacred Image which they ſo 
owerfully and diſtinctly reflect. His great errand 
into this world was to make judgment to run down as 
waters, and righteouſneſs as a mighty ftream; f it was to 
dry up the deluge of fin by which this world was o- 
verwhelmed, and to give to righteouſneſs a glorious 
triumph over all the kinds, degrees, and ſhades of vice 
by which every region of this globe was deformed ; 
it was to fill the whole earth with his glory. Unlike 
the princes of this world, who can only engrave their 
laws upon pillars of marble or tablets of brafs, he 
powerfully models their tempers into a conformity to 
the ſpirit of his pureſt inſtitutions, and ſublimeſt pre- 
cepts. &greeable to the promiſe which eminently 
characterizes the New- Teſtament diſpenſation, he puts 
his laws into their minds, and writes ihem in their hearts: 
He is unto them a God, and they are unio him a people. I 
The yuſtice, holine/s and compaſſion of the Redeemer in 
every act of his adminiſtration manifeſt his glory. 
Though, had ſinful and feliiſh men their deſire, the 
whole earth would be filled with violence, yet it is, in 
ſpite of all human depravity, in ſome meaſure filled 
with his glory. He fits ſupreme, and controls the 
flowing tide of injuſtice and oppreſſion. By him kings 
reign, and princes decree juflice, The wrath of man 
praiſeth him and acknowledgeth his ſovereign con- 
trol, and the remainder thereof is reſtrained as with 
the check of bit and bridle. To him as the ever vigi- 
lant Patron of his own church, which he hath pur- 


chaſed 
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chaſed with his own blood, the Eternal Father hath; 
committed all judgment in every cauſe, and univerſal 
dominion over all perſons and over all things. He 
ruleth in Jacob and unto the ends of the earth, which 
whether men perceive it or not, he filleth with his 
glory. He judgeth the people with righteouſneſs and 
the poor with judgment, and breaketh in pieces the 
oppreſſor. He ſpareth the poor and needy, and ſaveth 
the ſouls of the oppreſſed, precious is their blood in 
his ſight. For the ſake of his ſaints, he reſpecteth not 
the perſons of princes, nor the dignities of the moſt 
exalted of the earth. Ihe Church is his ſpouſe, there- 
fore he giveth Egypt for her ranſom, Ethiopia and 
Seba for her. Since the Gentile church was precious 
in his fight, ſhe hath been honourable : he hath given 
men for her, and people for her life. He hath broken 
in pieces the Roman empire, that ſhe might lengthen 
the cords of her tabernacle, and he will tread down 
under his feet every oppoling intereſt, that ſhe may 
ftrengthen the ſtakes thereof in the uttermoſt ends of 
the earth ; for the whole earth ſhall be her tabernacle, 
and be filled with his glory. Amen, and Amen. 

In fine, the unparalleled happineſs of all the genuine 
ſubjects in the Mediator's kingdom diſplays his glory. 

Happy incomparably, inconceivably happy 1s that 
people whoſe God is the LORD! They are effectually 
called by his Spirit into a ſtate of fellowſhipkwith God 
in all his richeſt communications of grace in this world, 
and of glory in the cœleſtial ſtate for the enjoy- 
ments of which they are now in a courſe of prepara- 
tion. They are juſtified freely by his grace, and have peace 
with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Adopted into the 
family of heaven, they are conſtituted and advanced to 
be the younger brethren of the Redeemer himſelf, and 
if children then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chrift. They are the temples of God. The Spirit of 
almighty, ſanctifying, and comforting energies dwel- 
| leth in them, as water in a living fountain, ſpringing 
up, in an increaſing ſeries of ſanctiſied actions, unto 
eternal life. They are under the protection of Omni- 
potence, 
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dtence, and unerring wiſdom is their guide through 
all the intricate paths of human life, till they, having, 
is an hireling, accompliſhed their day, enter the val- 
| ley and ſhadow of death, —and then—Zenceforth there 
is laid up for them à crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
| righteous Judge ſhall give unto all them that love his ap= 
Y24rin / 
W > ſhall only add on this head, That 
5. All this glory of the Redeemer is entirely his 
| OWN, 
The glory of the princes, and of thoſe who are ac- 
| counted great in this world, is not their own. They 
| are, while in ſearch of glory, mendicants; and in the 
polleſſion of it, they are trembling dependents. They 
meanly beg it from every object which flatters them 
with the hope of attaining its poſſeſſion ; and when 
che phantom is obtained, the unhappy poſſe ſſors are 
| affrighted dependents on the capricious fancies and 
W fickle humours of their fellow mortals. How many 
ſwelling bubbles of human glory has the peſtilential 
breath of envy burſt and annihilated in the twinkling 
Jof an eye! The reaſon is obvious. It was meanly 
borrowred, and might be re-demanded. 
hut the renown of the Anointed of the Father is 
Lan his OWN. The whole earth ſhall be filled with 
ulis glory. The glory of his Perſon is his owN. 
He is the effulgence of his Father's glory,“ while he 
Wand the Father are one. While his Father is the Fa- 
ther of lights, with whom there is no variableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning, f He is Jeſus Chriſt the 
Wame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever.) The glo- 
Py of his atchievements is all his own. Alexander 
wowed his glory to the effiminacy of the Ealt, and 
ECzlar his renown to the intrepid legions of the Weſt, 
but the Captain of our ſalvation trod the wine preſs a- 
Wore, and of the people there was none with him. If his 
Wrmes of ſaints, confeſſors, and martyrs have been 
1 ore than conquerors, it hath been by the blood of 
e Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimony. The 
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glory of his kingdom diſplayed in the multitude of hi; 
ſubjects, the wiſdom of his laws, and the uprightneß 
of his government, is undividedly from himſelf. 1; 
his ſubjects are, and ſhall be numerous, it is becauſe 
his people are made willing in the day of his power 
and ſwell in number and beauty as the chryſtal drop 
upon the lap of the morning“ If his conſtitutions arc 
wile, it is becauſe in him are hid all the treaſures g 
wiſdom. In one word, If his adminiſtration is perfet 
rectitude, it is becauſe thy throne, O God! is for ever 
and ever, the ſceptre of thy kingdom is a right ſceptre, Thu 
loveſt righteouſneſs and hateſt iniquity ; therefore God, th 
God hath anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above th % 
fellows. — And as a further proof of the Father's en. 
tire approbation of the rectitude of his government,. 
the whole earth ſhall be full of the glory of his me- 
diatorial adminiſtration. 

In order that we may have more diſtinct ideas oi 
this part of the Divine ceconomy, let us proceed tf 
enquire, 

Ii. What we are to underſtand by the whole earth; 
being FILLED with the Redeemer's glory. | 

In general, other paſlages, analogous to this und 
conſideration will ſerve to aſcertain its general 1mpor. We 

In this ſame pſalm, verſes eighth and ninth, wil 
are prophetically aſſured, That he ſhall have dom 
nion from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the end 
of the earth. The leaſt that we ought to uncderſtanc 
by this ancient geographic ſketch of Mefſhali's kin 
dom, is, that it ſhall be very extenſive, even to v 
utmoſt confines of the world, fo far at leaſt as nM 
were then known to the church, or ſhe could 10: 
any ideas of them. 

The prophet Iſaiah informs us, in his ſublime mz! 
ner, Chap. eleventh and ninth Verſe,— That the ca: 
ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the | 
ters cover the ſea. This ſeems, not only to imply 1M 
the goſpel of our ſalvation ſhall be extenſively kno 
gladly welcomed and cordially embraced, but * '* 
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fall overwhelm or ſurmount every oppoſing mound, 
of however great magnitude; and, moreover, hall, 
not like the waters in the rivers, which may be dried 
up in their beds by the ſcorching heat of the zenith- 
ſun, but like the immenſe body of water in the wide 
extending ocean, remain to bleſs all nations, till all 
the important purpoſes of time be accompliſhed, and 
eternity ſhall become all 1n all. 

More particularly, 

1. If by the Redeemer's glory we underſtand his 
perſonal excellence of character and attributes. Then, 
when the whole earth ſhall be replete with the un- 
equivocal vouchers and indiſputable documents of his 
Divine excellence of character, it may be juſtly ſaid 
to be full of his glory. And what ſhall theſe irrefra- 
gable atteſtations of Divine excellence be? Certainly 
the fame as, or ſimilar to thoſe which have taken place 
in thoſe regions of the earth, which he hath already 
filled with his glory. What hath the Great God and 
our Saviour already wrougit in A/a, in Egypt, on the 
Mauritaniaa ſhore of Africa, and in all the numerous 
nations of Europe? Hath he not triumphed gloriouſly 
in thoſe parts, not leſs by the righteouſgeſs of his 
judgments than by the benignity of his providential 
conduct in all the diſtricts of his large dominions ? 
Hath he not fully diſplayed himſelf to be the God of 
providence by the exact fulfilment of prophecy re- 
ipecting his own kingdom, and the kingdoms of this 
world which have either oppoſed its erection, or ob- 
ſtructed its profperity ? Bath not the Lord at the 
right hand of the Father {truck through kings in the 
day ci his wrath? Hatn he not judged among the 
heathen ? Hath he not filled the oppoſing empires and 
nations with the carcaſſes of the ſlain? Hath he not 
wounced the heads over many countries?“ Hath he 
not already pulled down the empire of ſuperſtition and 
neathen idolatry, notwithſtanding the ſupport it de- 
rived from all the collected power of the Dragon both 
in the Eaſt and in the Weſt? Where are its gods, its 
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temples, its altars, its oracles, its human ſacrifices} 
Are they not all buried in the grave of everlaſting con. 
tempt and execration ? 

And is the Lord's hand ſhortened that he cannot 
execute ſimilar vengeance on the gods of India, Chi. 
na and japan? Shall the devil, that old enemy of God 
and men, driven out of one diſtrict of the earth, 
peaceably claim poſſeſſion of the reſt? No! The earth 
is the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof. It ſhall be filled 
with the vouchers of the Mediator's glory. The ſouls 
which animate the duſky or the olive bodies of men 
in the South, or in the Eaſt, are as precious as thoſe 
that lodge in the fairer forms of the North. All ſouls 
are mine,“ affirms the Redeemer of men; and all the 
ends of the earth ſhall re- echo the truth an4 juſtice of 
his mediatorial claim. He hath ſworn by himſelf, the 
word 1s gone out of his mouth in righteouſneſs, and 
ſhall not return, That every couniry and every climate 


under the heavens ſhall abound in convincing proofs of | 


his Divine character and god-like attributes, for unte 
him every hnee ſhall bow and every tongue confeſs T 

But this is the leſs glorious part of the demonſtra— 
tion, which the Redeemer hath made of his Divine 
excellence in thoſe parts of the earth winch he hath 
already filled with his glory. Tis to the ſpiritual 
effects of his Divine power and ſovercign mercy on 
the ſouls of men, we muſt look for the moſt ſtriking 
and convincing proofs of the Redeemer's peerleſs ex- 
cellence, diſplayed in what he alre:dy has done, and 
for the moſt pregnant examples of what he will yet do 
in thoſe parts of the earth where his arm hata not yet 
been made bare. 

And, in this reſpect, what hath God our Saviour 
wrought. Let the regions of the earth on which the 
Sun of righteouſneſs hath already ſhined, bear wit- 
neſs. The hundred and ſorty and four thouſand, who 
defiled not their garments, and who ftand upon the 
ſea of glaſs before the Mediator's throne prociaim 1t. 
Liſten to the ſouls of the Confeſſors and Tn bs 
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Jeſus beneath the altar. Their courage, their faith, 
their patience, their fervent charity for generations yet 
unborn, for the ſalvation of whole ſouls they counted 
not their lives dear unto them, proclaim the triumphs 
of the Kedeemer in his members over all that is de- 
ſirable in life, or terrible in deat! ! Behold, ſaith the 
Divine Kedeemer, when he fat down on the right 
hand of the Majeſty on high, | make all things new.“ 
The AMEN hath made his word good. vince that 
moſt remarkable of all epochas, the earth, which ſat 
mournful in her ſable weeds, hath exchanged them 


for the garments of ſalvation, and hath covered herſelf 


with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decheth him- 
felf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneath herſelf with 
her jewels. Tor as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and 
ac the garden cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to ſpring 
8 /orth /o the Lord hath caujed rightcoujneſs and praiſe to 
Hering forth before all nations. f The Redeemer s great- 
| eft triumphs fall not under vulgar obſervation. "Tis 
when h turneth men from darkneſs to light, from the 
love of fin to the love of God, and from their attach- 
ments to vice, to the zealous practice of every moral 
and evangelic virtue that the Redeemer taketh to 
him his great power, and reigns triumphant in his 
own ſpiritual and godlike excellence. And, hath he 
not done ſo? Is he not ſtill doing ſo in the experience 
of millions, notwithſtanding all the impiety which yet 
degrades the world and beſmears the face of the na- 
ions? Speak Deiſt, honeſtly confeſs, what even your 
Hoaſted religion of nature obliges you to acknow- 


edge-—the TRUTH, Would ever the religion of na- 


mur have appeared ſo enchanting in your eye, if ſhe 
nad only preſented herſelf in the tinſel of Greece and 
Rome, and not borrowed her beſt and moſt beautiful 
8 ornaments from the religion of 22 which you, 
Vith the worſt grace imaginable, affect to deſpiſe? 


= And hall this proof of the perſonal excellence of 
£ the Divine Mediator be confined to Europe, or even 
to thoſe countries to which the knowledge of ſalvation 
; has 
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has already been extended? No! The whole earth ſha!! 
be full of his glory. The Redeemer's conqueſts hitherty 
are only ſamples of his mediatorial excrtions among 
his ancient choſen people; and the reſidue of the na. 
tions in all the quarters of the habitable carth. Sing, 0 
barren, thou that didſt not bear; break forth into ſinging, and 
cry aloud, thou that didſt not travail With child : for more are 
the children of the dejolate, than the children of the marricd 
wife ſaith the Lord. Entarge the place of. thy tent, and let 
them flretch forth the curtains of thy habitations ; ſpare nt, 
lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy /takes. For thou ſhall break 
forth on the right hand aud an the left ; and thy ſeed ſhall in. 
herit the Gentiles, and make the de efolate cities to be inbabited. 

2. If we view the glory of the Redeemer as confilt- 
ing in a /e/f-inbering power of manifeſting his own ex- 
cellence, then the whole earth ſhall abo! und in proofs 
of this ſelf-diſplaying power. 

When the Mahometan ſuperſtition over-ran the 
Eaſt, it every where carried along with it the "_ 
liating and ſelf-confounding evidence of its being 
groſs impoſture It wanted that feli-evidencing pow 
which muſt neceſſarily attend that religion which 1s 0! 
a heavenly original. When the impoſtor was alive, 
he was under the neceſſity to have recourſe to arms, 
cruelty, and injuſtice, in order to make room for i. 
upon the earth, and to eſtabliſh it among the con- 
quered nations. When he was dead, his 1m poſtur 
ved only by the bungling ad dreſs and unexamplid 
eruelties of nis ambitious fücc ' ſſors When * at cor- 
rupt ſtate of Uhriitianity, which obtained from the 


hfth to the fifteenth century, was att mpted to be pre 
pagated, the Vatican durſt not truſt the ſucceſs d 


their miſſions eicher to the Eaſt or to the Welt to th: 
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ſelf-manifeſting power of the doctrines they Were! 


preach in either. in the former, the Jeſuits 1 
China, deſpairing of ſucceſs on that honourable grouni 


reſolved to practiſe Mahomet's expedient of : Ding 


the mountain when it obſtinately refuſed to pay h fi 
that compliment! They went over to Confucus 


whe! 
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when the diſciples of Confucius refuſed to come over 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as they falſely held him up to them in 
the idolatrous doctrines and ridiculous ceremonies of 
Rome! In the latter, the ſanguinary miſſionaries of 
Spain, blind themſelves to the ſelf-diſplaying power 
of Meſhah's excellence, thought of no better means o 
bpropagatiug Chriſtianity in South America than the 
inhuman llaugliter and extermination of its numerous 
inhabitants. But, bleſſed be God, we have not ſo 
learned Chriſt ! 

Wherever Chriſt is known, his name is as ointment 

red forth; therefore do ſinners, convinced of ſin's de- 
merit, bid welcome to the well atteſted news of his ſelf- 
ſhining exceliencies, white he is made of God unto all ſuch, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption.* The 
character of Immanuel, delineated in the ſacred ora- 
cles, and preached to men in its ſimplicity and truth, 
is the POWER OF GOD wnto ſalvation, to every one that 
believeth, to the Few jirſt, and alſo to the Greek. 

Have not thote portions of the human family who 
have enjoyed the goſpel, abounded in every age with 
proofs of the ſelf-diſplaying excellence of the Redeem- 
er? What filled the earth with his glory during the 
three firſt centuries of the Chriſtian æra? What filled 
all 4/2 and the greater par: of Evrope, in fo ſhort a 
time, with his glory? Was it the powerful patronage 
of the princes of this world. Theſe were all perſecu- 
tors of the ſacred name of Jeſus ! Was it the eloquence 
and addreis of its firſt preachers ? Theſe only gloried 
in the croſs of the crucified Jeſus, Was it the ſuitable- 
els of Chriſtianity to tae ruling taſte or paſſions of 

age in Which it was firſt pomulgated? To the 
Jews it was a Kumbling- block, and to the Greeks 
tooliſhneſs. What was it then? It was the ſelf-mani- 
leſting encrgies of Chriſt's own perſonal and official 
excellenci-s, I'was Chriſi the power of God, and the 
wiſdom of God. 

But are theſe energies to be confined to Aa or to 
Europe? No! all the earth ſhall feel them, and be 3 
C 
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the great Paciitc ocean, as well as the continents whoſe 
ſhores it waſheth, ſhall wait for his law.“ The rider. 
neſs and the ſolitary place ſhall he glad—and the dejer; ſhall 
rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe ; it ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and finging ; the glory of Lebanon ſhall 
be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they 
ſhall fee the glory of the Lord, aud the excellency of our God. 

3. If we contemplate the glory of the Redeemer as 
conſiſting in his renown, then his glory thall fill the 
whole earth, when his well-earned renown (hall be 
reſounded from pole to pole, and from America to 
Japan. Is any thing impoſſible to Omnipotence ! He 
that made his word, atteſting the renown of the Re. 
deemer, to run ſpeedily from Jeruſalem to the then 
Ultima Thule of the then known world, the iſland of 
Great Britain in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, can With 
equal eaſe and facility now convey 1t from one end of 
the earth to the other. And will he not do it? with- 
out doubt. He ſhall ſet up an enſign for the nations, 
and ſhall aſſemble the out-caſts of Iſrael, and gather 
together the diſperſed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth. —And there {hall be an high-way for the 
remnant of his people, which ſhall be left from A- 
ſyria, like as it was to Iſrael, in the day that he came 
out of the land of Egypt 4 And leſt we ſhould heli- WW 
tate with regard to the objects of them and ſimilar 
predictive promiſes, another later prophet aſſures us, 
That he Hall ſpeak peace unto the heathen, and his dominion, . 
and conſequently his renown, ſhall be from ſea to ſea, and We 
from the river to the ends of the carth,\ 2 

4. If Immanuel's glory, as King of kings and Lord 
of lords, conſiſts in the multitude of his willing ſub- We 
jets, the equity and wiſdom of his laws, the righte- 
ouſneſs of his adminiſtration, and in the happineſs of 
all who have given him their hearts and hands, then 
the whole earth {hall be filled with his glory when 
theſe defirable objects univertally preſent themſelves 
in the different regions of the world to the admiring 
eyes of angels and men? And 


* Iſa. xli. 4 Þ If. xxxv. 1, 2. Þ 1A. xi. 12, 16. $ Zech. ix. 10. 
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And may we not, with exultation, anticipate the 
oy of ſuch a fight? certainly! Whether ever we 
\\-hold it with our mortal eyes, or not, let us con- 

| template it with all the aſſurance and pleaſure of an 
unſhaken faith. Hath not God aſſured us, that the 
wilderneſs ſhall be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
(nerhaps, of long indulged Europe) be counted for a 
foreſt. Then judgment ſhall dwell in the wildernels, 
and righteouſneſs remain in the fruitful field. And 
the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the ef- 
ect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for e- 
ver.“ Look upon Zion, the city of our ſolemnities; 
© thine eyes ſhall fee Jeruſalem a quiet habitation, a 
E :abernacle that ſhall not be taken down, not one of 
che ſtakes thereof ſhall ever be removed, neither ſhall 
any of the cords thereof be looſed. For there the glo- 
E rious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and 
E ſtreams, wherein ſhall go no galley with oars, neither 
E hall gallant ſhip pats thereby. For the Lord is our 
judge, the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord is our 
King: he will ſave us. 

5. If it be the glory of the Redeemer that all his 
renown is his OWN, then is the whole earth filled with 
his glory, when every region of the carth bears wit- 
nefs, that his renown is not owing either to the learn- 
ing of thoſe who publiſh it, or to the civil patronage 
of thoſe who profeſs an admiration of it; but is fole- 
iy to be aſcribed to its own intrinſic excellence, and 
tie energies of the Divine Spirit, carrying home its 
heavenly evidence to the hearts of the children of men. 

Hitherto, too much ſtreſs has been laid upon thoſe in- 
terior means, No ſooner were vain philoſophy, the arts 
of declamation, and the fecular aid of the princes of this 
world called in to the aſſiſtance of the public teach- 
ers of Chriſtianity, than it became a deformed, cor- 
rupted mals of abſurdities and contradictions. It gra- 
dually and inſenſibly ſwelled into the rightful form in 
9 which our venerable reformers of the ſixteenth cen- 
tury found it, and in which infidels now behold it, 
. D in 
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in the greater part of the diſtricts of Europe, and vain. 
ly think themſelves thereby warranted to blaſpheme 
the ſacred name of Jeſus, and daringly to attempt tg 
eclipſe his glory. Vain men! His glory is all jj 
OWN, and depends on no cauſe, Like the ſplendour 
of the ſun behind an interpoſing cloud, his renown i; 
ever the ſame. It will, at length, by its own evidenceand 
energy, ſcatter and chaſe away for ever every mutilated 
or adulterated ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, as the duſky ya. 

our before the morning beams. This is the Chrif. 
tianity which we wiſh to have the honour of propa- 
gating to our unenlightened brethren in the iſles afar 
off. And we heſitate not to affirm, that, if it be car- 
ried to them in apoſtolic purity, and diſpenſed with 
apoſtolic prudence, perſevering zeal and dependence on 
the Divine Spirit, it will be attended with all that de. 
monſtration and power which marked the apoſtolie 
age. Why not? Chriſt's glory is all his own ; and, 
therefore, when no attempt ſhall be made protanely 
to ſhare it with him, he will give life and primitive 
vigour to the goſpel, make it the power of God and 
the wiſdom of God unto the ſalvation of myriads, 
and prove before angels and men, deiſts and devils, 
that he is not indifferent to his own renown. To this 
purpole hath the Redeemer himſelf pledged his ho- 
nour Ariſe, and ſhine ; for thy light is come, and th: 
GYORY of the Lord is riſen upon thee. For bebold, th: 
Lyrd jhall ariſe upon thee, and his GLORY ſhall be SEIN 
»-come RENOWN) upon thee, And I will gloriſy the 
ouſe of my glory.* All the world fhall be full of hi 
lory. Amen, and Amen! 


We now proceed to 
III. Shew, by accumulated evidence, that tllis greil 


and deſirable event ſhall certainly take place, in the 
Lord's own time and way. | 

Of all vain things, human expectation exceeds it 
vanity, unleſs its foundation be Divine So knows, 
in his tantalizing experience, the child of carth, jr 
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{> thoſe, whole hopes and prayers ſtand upon the 
unſnaken rock of the Divine oracles. | hey look up, 
and look forward with a confidence immoved as he 
ground upon which their expectations are founded. 
Voracity cannotlie. Immutability cannot fail. Our 
text is evidence in point, and ſufficient. —'The whole 
earth (121! be filled with his glory. 

But, adored be iafinite con deſcenſion! Where 
ever either the faith, comfort, or joy of the ſaints are 
intereſted, our heavenly Father ſpcaketh not once or 
twice. Line upon line is the rule of his compaſſtons 
and aſſurances. While God, therefore, hath a mouth 
to ſpeak aſſurance of ſo cheering an event, let us have 
ears to drink in evidence with joy. 

hat this event ſhall certainly aſtoniſh the world, 
and rcjoice all who love the latter-day appearance of 
the Rcdec-mer, we ſhall endeavour to manifeſt from 
the Divine purpoſe declared --trom the precious promiſes 
recorded from the volume of prophecy, now unſealed 
from precedents already exiſting - trom the aſpect and 
preſent occurrences of Providence, gradually unfold- 
ing—trom the interceſſion of Chriſt ever-prevalent in 
heaven from the regal office of the Red-emer, ever ex- 
erciſed on earth—and from the H-exiſtiug commiſſion, 
originally given to the firſt teachers of Chriſtianty to 
go and diſciple all nations; together with the annex- 
e promiſe of his preſence with them and their ſucceſ- 
lors to the end of the world. 

1. Ihe Divine purpoſe declared, aſcertains the futu- 
tion Of the exhilarating event. Divine purpoſes un- 
relied can be no rule or ground of faith: but when 
hey are declared, they ceaſe to be the /ecret things which 
02:07 1:21 to us Or to our children. They become a part of 
Revelation. They are, therefore, however much they 
may rancend our comprehenſion, to be received with 
all tie reverence of devotion, and all the confidence of 
an unſhaken faith. 
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Nov, the event, the certainty of which we at 
13 ume contemplate, is the ſubject of a Divine decree. 


nth Meſſiah himſelf, in the character of the only 
com. 
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competent Interpreter of the Father's purpoſes, af. 
ſured us. I ill declare THE* decree: The Lord bat 
faid unto me, Thou art MY DON ; this day have 1 begotte; 
thee. Aſk of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thing 
inheritance, aud the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy habi- 
tation. A decree of the eternal mind, which | is ever 
without variableneſs or ſhadow of change, i is abſolute 
and unalterable, Divine Wiſdom, which is infinitely 
removed from a poſſihility of error, hath planned the 
object of the Divine determination, and all his other at. 
tributes, are intimately intereſted in its execution ; and 
therefore, it cannot fail of its accompliſhment. This 
decree, if we admit the Apoſtles to be the infallible in- 
terpreters of its objef and import, is no other than an 
immutable determination of the eternal Father, to ma- 
nifeſt, by irrefragable evidence, that Meſhah is 16 
SON of GoD in a ſenſe which has no parallel in uni— 
verſal nature, and commands devout admiration 
from all created intelligences, That he is THAT Son, 
in whom all his perfections find eternal and conſum 
mate reſt, and to whoſe Divine fidelity he hath irrevo- 
cably committed the periect aſlertion and the full vin- 
dication of all the rights of the Godhead 1a extending 
mercy and benignity to our rebellious family : And, 
in a word, that he is /hat Son, who being not on'y the 
Te WTOTOMD;, the birfl-born, but this [OVOYEVY,; Y T%729;,\ the only 
begotten with the Father, 1s the Prime- heir of all things, 
and the rightful inheriter of all nations, to whom eve 
knee ſhall bend in worthiptul obedience, and every 
tongue ſwear unſhaken allegiance.— I 1s is the decree 
of God! and who ſhall difannui it? This is the per - 
baſe of the unchangeable ! and who ſhall fruſtrate i 
CXCCUron ? 
2. There are great and precious promiſes recorded, 
which affurc 2 that the whole eartli ſhall be filled 
with the * mer's glory. 
Comparati 8 obſcure though the firſt promiſe was, 
| yet 
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The phi aſeology and punctuation of this clauſe are both exceeding! 
emphatical. 


+ Pal. ii. 7, 8. 4 Heb. v. . John i. 14. 
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{- yet it contains an aſſurance that the Meſſiah, the Seed 
th of the woman, {ha!l triumph moſt gloriouſly over all 
5 that power by which the old ſerpent, the devil, detains 
re the human family under the deſpotic ſway of fin, and 
i» W conſequently of milery. It by his head or power we 
r WW underttand the deſpotic powers of this world, by 
e whom, in all ages, human wretchedneſs hath been 


rendered ſtill more wretched ; the Meſſiah, by the 
gradual diffuſion of evangelic day, hath proclaimed liber- 
ty to the captives, and the opening of the pri ſon- doors to them 
who were bound. Lo him Europe's ſons owe even their 
civil liberties, and their many national bleſſings. This 
nicaſant effect which the goſpel hath produced in Eu- 
:ope will attend it to every diviſion of the globe, to 
vhich it ſhail be carried, and free the enchained ſons 
of Afa and Africa with their depending ifles. If men- 
tal darkneſs be underſtood by the head of the prince 
of darkneſs, the Meſſiah's renowned character, as the 
Sun of nghtcouſnets, is admirably calculated to break 
in pieces that kingdom of darkneſs. Thoſe regions 
which the goſpel hath already reached are proofs of 
the fact. 1he fame Omnipotent cauſe will, wherever 


it exits and acts, produce the fame glorious effects. 
5 Whea it pleaſed God to reveal his covenant of kind 
WW intentions towards our family more fully unto Abraham, 
WE it was ia thele tranſporting words— By veyſelf have J 
„vorn, faith the Lord—in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and in 
RE Piitiplying Iwill multiply thy feed as the flars of the heaven, 
ad as the ſand that is upon the ſea ſhore ; and in thy SEED 
all all th: families of the earth be bleſſed. This text 
dmits of no comment! The temporary pecutiarity of 
mie jewiſh covenant Cifappears in its own vaſt horizon. 


The fame fæderal tranſaction which aſſures the patri- 

= z2rch of a numerous poſterity from his own Iloins, aſ- 
KF "933 him a Spyp in whom all the nations of the earth 
| hall eventually be bleſſed. Boaſt not then, ye favou- 
dec ſons of Abraham! Let the far extended conti- 
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the ſound of which your ears have hitherto been 
unaccuſtomed, is heaven's gift a to you! 

The volume of prophecy, now unſealed, gives al. 
ſurance that the whole earth ſhall be filled with the 
Redeemer's glory. 

Thickly beſpangled with prophetic lights upon this 
ſubject is 'the church's heavens. We can only fele& 
a few of principal magnitude. 

Whoever he was who wrote the hundred and ſecond 
4plalm, he is honoured to deliver a ſublime prediction 
of this important event. Thou /halt ariſe aud have mes 
cy upon Sion; for the time to favour her is come, yea, the ſet 
time. For thy ſervants take plea ure in her ſtones, and favour 
the duſt thereof. So the heulen ſpal. fe. ar the name of the 
Lord, and ALL the Kings of the earth thy glory. This Hall 
be written for the generation to come, os the lateit age F 
and ihe people that ball be created, (1. e. brought into a 
church ſtate from among the reſidue of the Genui.cs) 
ſhall praije the Lord.* 

The prophet ifata ah, by a ſpecies of perſonif cation 
2ppropriat: ed to the ſublime tyle of prophecy, intro— 
ducetui the eternal Father as ng, — Behold my ſervant 
whom I uphold, mine lea ; rem my foul delighteth 
Have put my Opirit ip bim, be ſhall bring /orth Judge 
ments io the Gentiles, Ile ſhall not fil nor b: diſcourng d, 
till he have fet feld * t in the earth; and the i/les 2 il! 
wait for his law. And the ſame prophct 1n'ro- 
duceth the Meſliah himſelf as ſaying, —Liften, O iſlis, 
unio me; and es] x perpic from afar, The Lord 
hath calle! —_— m the womo, from the bowels A my mo- 
ther hath he made mention of me,—— Te ſaid, It is a (in! 
thing that tho + ſhe ud: Abe my ſervant to raiſe up = trih 0 
＋ cob, and 10 reſts re le pr eſe ved of Iſracl: I will ai! 
give thee fer a lizht ta the Gentiles, that thou maye t be ny 
fatvaticon 10 {te end c of the carih T 

In tine, our bleiled Lord himſe f has aſſured us, 
that the conſummati ion of all things cannot take place, 


” — 11 * Gs A 
nor the final affize fit till the Supreme Judge ſhall hav: 
completed the number of his wells to the wildos, 

CV) 
* Plal. cii. 1218. + La. xlit I, 4. ＋ Ila. xlix. 1—6. 


. N 


4 


$M = 


equity, and beauty of his own mediatorial adminiſ- 
tration among all nations, by filling the whole earth 
with his glory. T hzs goſpel of the kingdom fhall be preach- 
«din ALL the world, for @ WITNESS unte ALL nations; 
and THEN ſhall the end come.“ | 

4, A chain of precedents already exiſting gives us 
room to expect that the whole earth ſhall be filled 
with Immanuel's renown. 

As the fun riſeth in the Eaſt, and continues his 
courſe to the Weſt, ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of 
man be. The direction of the goſpel hath hitherto 
maintained a ſtriking analogy to the courſe of that lu- 
minary. Goſpel light, and goipel churches have 
iretched from Jeruſalem along the greater part of the 
anciently known world. But hath the limits of the 
old geography of Ptolemy fixed boundaries to the 
triumphant career of the goipel of Chriſt. No! It 
hath reached a world, to the ancients wholly unknown. 
Like the ſun, it hath ariſen upon the cxtended coaſts 
of America, and is chating away that horrid darkneſs 
which had fo long brooded, without interruption, over 
that extenſive continent. Three centuries ago, who 
would have dared to have ſaid that the Roor of JESSE 
of Bethlehem ſhould ſtand for an enſign to the American 
tribes, and that people beyond the frightful Atlantic 
ſhould bow to his iceptre? After what God hath 
wrought for extending the boundaries. of Immanuel's 
kingdom, let us ceaſe from aſking in the croakings of 


- 


unbelief, - How can theſe things be? How can far- 
ther enlargements of Meſhtal's empire be effected? 
Eipecially if it be conſidered that, 

5. The promiſing a/pef, and the preſent occurrences 
of providence encourage hopes that Meſſiah's glory 
is about to fill the whole earth. 

By the many improvements in the art of naviga- 
tion, by the increaſe and extent of trade and of trading 
companies, and by mercantile connections amongſt all 
nations, the Lord ſeems to be defiroying the tongue of 
le Egyption fea, and foating bis band over the river, — 
| that 
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that there may be an high way for the remnant of his ee 
people, as yet not called, Ie as it wwas 10 Iſrael in the 
day that he came up out of the land of F;gypi.* 

It was, without queſtion, for ends the moſt impor. 
tant, that the King of kings put it into the heart of 
our amiable Sovereign to ſend the celebrated Captain 
Cook and other expert navigators on voyages of dif. 
covery. Diſcoveries, big with mercy to myriads, have 
been made. Iſlands without number, and in extent 
more fitly deſigned continents, have come to the 
knowledge of Europe. Millions of precious fouls, 
fitting in the region and ſhadow of death, ſeem crying 
to Chriſtians in Europe, as the man of Macedonia to 
Paul,— Come over, and help us. 

6. The interceſſion of Chriſt himſelf, ever prevalent 
in heaven for the enlargement of his kingdom on 
earth, furniſhes abundant encouragement to believe 
that his renown ſhall pervade all the regions of the 
world, and fill the whole earth with his glory. 

The interceſſion of the Redeemer is certainly com- 
menſurate with the promiſes of the eternal Father to 
him. The Father hath conſtituted him heir of all 
things, and the rightful proprietor of all nations. 
Faithful in every part of his mediatorial adminiſtration, 
he is true to himſelf and to all his mediatory intereſts, 
He cannot, therefore, ceaſe his advocacy in heaven, 
till all his covenant-property on earth be completely 
in his poſſeſſion. Like faithful Moſes, his appointed 
figure, he will not leave an hoot behind of all that 
belongs to him by the covenant of redemption under 
the power of Satan, and to the etteAs of that curtic 
which he hath fully cancelled by his plenary atone- 
ment. The whole earth, therefore, muſt be filled 
with the glorious effects of his power, in ſurmounting 
all barriers in his way, and in tolling kings of great 
armies, that the helpleſs and the feeble may triumph- 


antly divide the ſpoil. : 
7. The regal office of Chriſt, ever excrciſed on earth, 


/ 


muſt fill it with ſplendid diſplays of his glory. 
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Yet have I ſet my King, faith the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, upon my holy hill of Zion. 
There enthroned, his enemies as well as his willing 
ſubjects mult be ſpectators of his warlike deeds. In 
all ages, he hath been eſtabliſhing his throne of Ma- 
jeſty and holineſs upon the thrones of iniquity, in 


every quarter of the world. What he hath done, he 


will continue to effect in a more illuſtrious manner 
than ever heretofore. His glory muſt encreaſe in 
ſplendour. Long, ah, long hath Satan had a quiet 
reign among the poor Africans, the Chineſe, the ſa- 
paneſe, and the wretched inhabitants of the South-Sea 
Hands. Shall it always continue ſo ? No; certainly, 
no! The great Redeemer will, without doubt, ſoon 
take to him his great power and reign. The day of ven- 
geance is in his heart, though as yet no bolt of indig- 
nation be ſeen launched by his omnipotent arm. The 
year of his redeemed 1s at hand. He will take the 
prey, and divide the ſpoil ; For thus ſaith the Lord, even 
the captives of the mighty one ſhall be taken away, and the 


3 prey of the terrible one ſhall be delivered; for I will con- 


tend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will ſave 
thy children,* Omnipotent grace muſt triumph, and 


; fill the earth with the glory of its aſtoniſhing con- 


queſts. Were Chriſt but known in thoſe regions of 


mental darkneſs, all their varied apparatus of ſuper- 


ſtitiok and devil-worſhip would vanith in a moment, 


and, © like the baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion, not leave 
EF a wreck behind.“ 


8. Laſtly, The till exiting commiſſion, originally gi- 


ven to the firſt teachers of Chriſtianity, to go and diſ- 


ciple all nations; together with the annexed promiſe of 


bis preſence with them and their ſucceſſors to the end 


of the world, is an exhilarating conſideration, and 


© furniſhes the ſtrongeſt encouragement to hope, that, 
were the apoſtolic goſpel preached to the reſidue of 


the nations, in an apoſtolic manner, the whole earth 
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would ſoon be filled with his glory. No Divine com- 


miſſion ever waxeth old, —ever becomes obſolete. 
E This, 
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This, under conſideration, is as freſh, powerful and 
competent NOw, as it was at that moment, when i: 
proceeded from the bleſſed lips of the Redeemer, juſt 
going to take his feat in the midſt of the throne. The 
Divine omnipotence is equally pledged to make, and 
to hold it to be a competent commiſſion to all who 
act under it, to the end of the world. If, therefore, 
the firſt teachers and preachers of Chriſtianity of e- 
very deſcription found it to be a competent com- 
miſſion to them, and acted under it with amazing 
ſaccels ; their ſucceſſors to the end of the world, act- 


ing under it with the fame faith and perſevering pa- 
tience, will be crowned with ſimilar ſuccels. Hand— 


fuls of the ſame precious ſeed which was thinly ſcat- 
tered by the Fiſhermen of Galilee, upon the barren 
mountains of Paleſtine, and produced a crop, plentiful 
and luxuriant as Lebanon, ſhall be equally prolific 
when it ſhall be ſown with the ſame care, aud water- 
ed with the ſame zeal, upon the ſcorched mountains 
of Africa, or in the enchanting groves of Otaheite. 
Not by the might of the hero, crimfoned with blood, 
nor by the power of ſecular authority made venerable 
by the enſigns of magiſtracy, but by the yower of 
the Redeemer himſelf, and the demonſtration of the 
SPIRIT, ſhall the whole carth be filled with his glory, 
Amen, and Amen. 

VI. We now proceed to apply the ſubject in a 
manner ſuitable to the occaſion of our preſent folemn 
ailerably. 

Dear brethren! A few well-known individuals, 
miniſters and others, of different denominations in 
this town, aſſociated under the name of the Correl- 
ponding Miſſionary Society of Newcaſtle upon 1 yne, 
have taken the liberty to call you together in order to 
give you an opportunity cf ſaying Amen, and of ap- 
proving the ſincerity of your Amen to the prediction 
in our text, converted into the devouteſt and mol! 
earaeſt prayer, — Let the whole earth be filled witli 
his glory. Amen, and Amen. | i 

as 


1 


hat you may have this important buſineſs ſhort- 
ly before you, 5 wx are deſired to obferve, that the 
deſign of a miſſion for the purpoſe of more ex- 
renlively filling the earth with the Redeemer's glo- 
ry, originated, like all the cther magnificent works of 
God, in very ſmall and almoſt imperceptible begin- 
nings. A few Chriſtians, miniſters, and others of dif- 


ferent deſcriptions, in and around the metropolis, 
elt themſelves ſtrangely led out in prayer for the 


oor heathen, eſpecially for thoſe whole exiſtence 
and deplorable circumſtances had come to the know- 
!:dge of Europe, by the uſeful and important diſcove- 
ries of the late amiable circumnavigator, Captain Cook. 
A few of theſe perſons having providentially met to- 
gether, communicated their ſentiments and their feel- 
ings concerning the affecting condition of theſe aliens 
to the commonwealth of the evangelic Iſrael. Their 
ideas and their wiſhes tallied, Their converſation end- 
ed in a reſolution to meet once a fortnight for prayer 
and conference upon the ſubject. This was done, and 
1 correſgondence was eee upon the ſubject with re- 
ligious perſons over the whole iſland. This terminated 
in a general meeting of miniſters and private Chriſti- 
ans, of various denominations, at London, in the lat- 
ter end of laſt year, when the harmony which then 
prevailed, and the evident ſigns of the Lord's preſence 
with them, determined them upon as numerous a miſ- 
lion as poſſible, and to open a ſubſcription for the pur- 


& poſe of raiſing a fund for carrying their pious and 


public- ſpirited reſolution into ſpeedy execution. Since 


that time the ſame benevolent ſpirit hath actuated the 


cities of Edinburgh and Glaſgow. A miſſionary ſo- 


I cicty is eſtabliſhed in each of them, and large ſums 
are ſubſcribed, and many confiderable donations are 


made. 

1 . * . . 

We in this place, knowing our own weaknels, durſt 
not aſſume the deſignation of a mi//onary ſociety, but 


have agreed to correſpond with that of London, and 
to throꝶ in our own poor mite, and alſo w call upon 


you, to throw in yours into the funds of that very 
reſpect. 


my 


3 
reſpectable ſociety, being fully ſatisfied of the wiſdom 
and probity of the gentlemen of their directory. 
My brethren have therefore aſſigned me the taſk gf 
1 you on this ſingular and important occ. 
17 10Nn. 
Dear Chriſtians! I ſtand forth at this time in the 
name of the unevangelized parts of the earth, to aſk 
a mite from each of you on the behalf of their ſouls 
ready to periſh for lack of knowledge ;—and only aſk 
the mite which, 1 am perſuaded, your own benevo- 
lence, directed by Chriſtian prudence, will be more for. 
ward to give than | can be to aſk ; and which, had i; 
not been for purpoſes, which I dare ſay your own pi. 
ety and love to your Divine Redeemer approve, ! 
would not have dared to aſk at all, 

Permit me to offer to your own conſideration the 
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few following motives to ſo important an act of bene. 
volence and Chriſtian charity. 
| 1. Raiſe your minds to the contemplation of the ſo- 
verein love of God towards the human family. Hz 
| I looked down from the height of his ſanftuary ; from the kea- 
is wen did the Lord behold the earth ; 10 hear the groaning 
It the priſoner, to looſe (the children of death) hoſe that were 
appointed unto death.“ The whole race became a ſociety 
ol out-caſts. In this ſtate, the compaſſionate eye of the 
If God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt beheld us, 
His time was a time of love. He pitied, he ſpared, 
he ſaved! he ſent from above to ſnatch us from the 
[If fearful pit beneath! But whom could he ſend upon an 
& errand, apparently fo hopeleſs ? Behold, He ſpared nit 
If (re weve) bis own PROPER Son, but delivered bim up for us 
I” ollf Such a Misslon3RryY !—And upon ſuch a 
MISSION! Who would not give liberally, that he may 
fee the travail of his ſoul among our uniuſtructed brethren of 
Is mankind, and be ſatisfied. Who would not contribute 
I} willingly that the whole earth may be full of Bs 
glory! | 
2 Look up, and behold with grateful emotions, the 
Lamb in the midſt of the throne, as if it had been 


3 
— 
2 


lain! 


* Pfal. cii. 19, 20 + Rom. viii. 32. 
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lain! Eighteen hundred years ago, that Lamb was 
declared on the banks of Jordan to be the Lamb of God 
ho taketh away the in of the world ;* and on Calvary, 
te cheerfully fulfilled the oracle. He was brought as @ 
limb to the flaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſbearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. For whom was all 


this condeſcenſion? For us! -And, for what ?— That 


we might be redeemed from death, by his vicarioudif 
atonement! and, having ſuch an unparalleled prag 
of the ſovereignty and immenſity of his love, might WS 
eternally happy in the contemplation of it, and in 
the enjoyment of its incomprehenſible effects. Does 
no heaven-born principle of gratitude for ſuch mar- 
vellous benevolence warm the boſoms of this aſſembly? 
— Certainly! Let it then diſcover it{elf upon this moſt 
ſealonable occaſion. Pull not only out your purſes to 
prove it, but be ye yourſelves living and willing ſacri- 
tices on the goſpel altar. Let your perſons be the 
Lord's, and then your yubſtance, or that part of it which 
the ſeaſon demands, d be conſecrated to the God of the 
whole earth, that, through your beneficence, ſo far as 
it reacheth, it fnay be filled with his glory. 

z. Reflect upon the character of thoſe on whoſe be- 
half we ſolicit your benehcent charity. They are your 
trethren, They once lay in the womb of the ſame 
common mother of the human family. They once, 
yea twice lay with you in the loins of the ſame father! 
Shall any ten hide themſelves from their own fleſh ! 
God forbid ! Though they be removed from you by a 
lertes of many generations; though from this favour- 
ed ſpot of earth on which you now ſtand, hearing this 
golpel of the kingdom, a diitance of many thouſand 
miles intervene, — yet they are ſtill our vretbren, and 
they need our help in # buſineſs of the very laſt im- 
portance both to them and to us—to them, that they 
may be ſaved—and to us, that our happineſs may be 
greatly augmented by contributing to theirs. Say not 
then, Who is my neighbour ? Who is my brother? 
Chriſtian ! *'Tis the man who needs thy help; not —— 
vrho 


* John i. 29. + Iſa. li. 7. 1 Micah iv. 13. 
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who aſks it. The poor heathen know not their mi— 
fery. Ignorance hath made them dumb upon the 
ſubject of their own moſt preſſing wants. But their 
neceſſities themſelves cry aloud ! Are we deaf becauſe 
they are dumb! But God, in their behalf, is not 
dumb! His royal law announces our duty to our dumb 
brethren and the moſt ignorant of our neighbours, 
1 faith the Lord, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. * 
een, we would not renounce the hopes we have 
Muded on Chriſtianity for a thouſand worlds, why 
ſhould we not wiſh them, and endeavour to make 
them as happy as ourſelves ? Why ſhould we not pray, 
and follow up our prayers by ſuitable endcevours that 


11 

[ the whole earth, for the ſake of our unknown bre. 

j thren of different huet, and in diſtant climes, may be 
filled with his glory ? 
it Let us conſider the condition of thoſe poor out- 
[5 caſts of our family, for whom we ſolicit proofs of your 
| 1 Chriſtian compaſſion. They / in the region and ſhading 
q of death. They know not God ; and how ſhould they 
[7 be ſuppoſed to know the only wav of reconciliation tc, 
wor acceptance with Him? Greatly limited in their ideas 
| of almoſt every object, they labour under the want of 
almoſt all data or firſt principles upon which to exerciſe 
| 4 their intellectual powers, and from which to draw any 
important concluſions. Ignorant of the law of God, 
P unleſs in fo far as a conſcience, almoſt blind and in- 
fſenſible to the difference between good and evil, in- 
ſorms them, they know not fin and its deſert, How, 
therefore, can they entertain even a diſtant wiſh for a 
Saviour. — In thort, they are, aswe and all Gentiles once 
were, aliens from 192 commonwealth of Iſrael, and flran- 


17 gere from the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, (nd, 
| without God in the world Poor immortals! For your 
[5 fakes, may the whole earth be ſoon filled with the Re- 
deemer's glory! Amen, and Amen! | 

>. The sos of yonder poor A/ricans, Indians, and 
Wander: afar off, are equally precious in the fight 0: 
God as your own. Accidental improvements do not 


' 
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hope there are not a few in this large aſſembly jo 
them: with holy tranſport? lt is with you to prove 
that I am not miſtaking. Yes, do it then, by aſliſting 


uon our benevolent dehgn of filling the whole earth 


6 


ter eſſential and characteriſtical qualities. They are 
as capable of becoming veſſels of mercy, ſitted for the 
ererlaſting manſions, as the fouls of any in this aſſembly. 
Nothing is wanting, in reſpect of means, but the preci- 
ous golpel, the goſpel of heir and our ſalvation. Why 
ſhould we not with ſpeed fend ſo important a bleſſing 
to them? Lukewarmneſs would betray an almoſt Nc 
plicit confeſſion, that we ourſelves have not profitenl 
by the goſpel ; that we remain ignorant of its efſenwn_ 
worth, and of its relative importance. Let us, ti 
fore, haſten to convince the world, our fellow Chi 
tans, and chiefly our own conſciences, that the word 
of the goſpel hath come to us, not in word only, but in 
pruer and in the Holy Ghojt and with much aſſurance, by 
our Chriſtian zeal to coavey the ſame bleſſing to others, 
that the whole earth may be gradually filled with the 
Redeemer's glory. 

Nor is it the fouls of thoſe alone who are now paſ- 
ſing along the ſtage, in thele deſerts, to whom we now 
have an opportunity of conveying the appointed 
means of ſalvation. Their children, and children's chil- 
dren, will alſo reap the fruits of our liberality, and will 
riſe up in their worſhipping aſſemblies and bleſs us for 
ſending the goſpel of 7heir ſalvation to their fathers, 
One man, or a few benevolent men firit announced the 
goſpel of peace to the Britith iſland, then a wilderneſs 
Indeed! A few believed and were ſaved—but how 
many myriads ſince have ſhared the ſame bleſſing, 
and are this day ſtanding before the throne in the great 
congregation, with their harps always tuned, bleſſing 
God for that original miſſion to the Britiſh iſle! How 


> 


many thouſands are there this day, in their reſpective 


[allemblies, bleſſing the Father of mercies for this early 


and diſtinguiſhing viſitation from on high! May 1 


ining 


to the utmoſt of your ability, in carrying into execu- 


witty the trophies of the Redeemer's victories, and the 
iluſtrious diſplays of his glory. 6. Laſt- 


( 49 ) 

6. Laſtly: By the pleaſant and tranſporting anti 
pations of Divine faith, convey yourſelves into th 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, who 
names are written in the Lamb's book of life, a 
whoſe eternal abode is beyond yonder interpoſing y; 
which ſoon ſhall be rent for ever. Anticipate the m 
al and unceaſing joys of all who ſhall conſtitute th 
ppy aſſembly, collected by the inſtrumentality of 


rocation of ſalutary offices to one another, a 


et down in the kingdom of their common Fathe 
Erfect in all their powers of contemplation and prail 
and enjoying a full development of all the myſterio 
methods of grace and of providence toward each 
them, and all of them as one family ; How will th 
be tranſported with pleaſant wonder to find how my 
the ſovereignty of God hath honoured them ſeverall 
and in their reſpective generations to contribute tot 
eternal happineſs of one another ! Gentiles are the 
indebted to the Jews,— jews, with proſtrate minds: 
knowledge their obligations to the Gentiles. Eur 
peans are there ſeen embracing the Aſiatics, fre 
whom they firſt received the goſpel of their ſalvatio 
and Aſiatics again willingly acknowledge their oblig 
tions to Europe for returning to them that ſame g 
pel, which their effeminate anceſtors wantonly p 
away from them. Tranſporting thought! Chriſtia 
Realize Now that future, that certain, that enrapturi 
pleaſure which you ſhall ſoon experience, in its perk 
tion, in meeting the grateful thanks of Hindoos, Af 
cans, Otaheiteans, &c. for this miſſion, and in joint 
with them, as one chorus, in unceaſing ſongs of ei 
' harmonizing and enraptured praiſes unto Him that 
ain, and hath redeemed us unto God by his hlood out 
every kindred, and longue, and people, and nation.— 
the proſpect of that ſublime employment througho 
eternal 2ges; and as the principal mean conducting 
it, let us pray Let the whole carth be N OWN filled ui 
THE REDEFMER's glory. Amen! and Amen! 
fer. v. 9. 


THE END. 
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